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CONFIDENTIAL BUCHAREST 3462 

AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS ALSO FOR USEEC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB, SHUM, FR, RO 

SUBJECT: THE CASE OF VASILE PARASCHIV, ROMANIAN... 

REF: PARIS 15850 

1 . WE WERE SURPRISED AT TIME TO READ OF VASILE PARASCHIV'S 
PARTICIPATION IN APRIL 18 PRESS CONFERENCE IN CAPACITY OF 
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DISSIDENT ROMANIAN UNIONIST, AND OF HIS ANNOUNCED INTENTION 
TO RETURN TO ROMANIA TO CARRY ON STRUGGLE FOR LABOR RIGHTS. 
PARASCHIV’S STATEMENT, IN CONTEXT OF LE MONDE REPORT, GAVE 
IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS IN ROMANIA SOME FORM OF ACTIVE 
AGITATION, SOME NUCLEUS OF STOUT-HEARTED INDIVIDUALS CAM- 
PAIGNING FOR INDEPENDENT UNIONS TRULY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
WORKERS, AFTER FASHION OF THE SMALL BAND OF ACTIVISTS IN 
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USSR. TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, THERE IS NO SUCH 
GROUP OR ACTIVITY EXTANT IN ROMANIA, EITHER ASSOCIATED 
WITH OR DISTINCT FROM MR. PARASCHIV. 

2. PARASCHIV IS KNOWN TO EMBASSY, AT WHICH HE HAS CALLED 
ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. HE WAS ONE OF SIGNERS OF GOMA'S 
OPEN LETTER TO BELGRADE PREPARATORY MEETING. HIS WAS ONE 
OF CASES DETAILED BY ROMANIAN PSYCHIATRIST DR. ION VIANU 
(BELIEVED NOW TO BE IN SWITZERLAND) IN DOSSIER HE PROVIDED 
LAST YEAR TO COMMITTEE OF FRENCH PSYCHIATRISTS OPPOSED TO 
THE USE OF PSYCHIATRY FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES. HE SEVERAL 
TIMES APPEARED AT THE CONSULAR SECTION, MOST RECENTLY ON 
OCTOBER 17, 1977 TO INQUIRE ABOUT AN ALLEGED RELATIVE IN 
U.S., WHOSE ADDRESS HE DID NOT KNOW. 

3. PARASCHIV HAS SPOKEN SEVERAL TIMES WITH EMBASSY PRESS 
OFFICER AND ONCE WITH POLITICAL OFFICER. SESSIONS WITH 

HIM ARE FRUSTRATING, FOR THEY END UP AS RAMBLING, EMOTIONAL 
MONOLOGUES FROM A MIND THAT CANNOT BE FOCUSED EVEN BY SPECIFIC 
QUESTIONS. PARASCHIV IS ALSO A LETTER WRITER, AND EMBASSY 
HAS IN ITS FILE, AMONG OTHER ITEMS, A LETTER ADDRESSED 
COLLECTIVELY TO: "JIMMI CARTER; THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMISSION 
ON HELSINKI, SENATOR HENRIK GEKSAN; GEORGI MEANY; JOHN 
COMAN, PRESIDENT OF ROMANIAN WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF U.S. 

AND CANADA; THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE SOCIALIST INTER- 
NATIONAL, VIENNA; THE FRENCH COMMITTEE FOR THE DEFENSE 
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OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN ROMANIA; EUGEN IONESCU, MEMBER OF THE 
ACADEMIE FRACAISE; THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
PSYCHIATRISTS MEETING AT HONOLULU; THE NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
OF PSYCHIATRY OF THE U.S., UK, FRANCE, AND THE FRG: AND 
NOEL BERNARD, RFE (ROMANIAN SERVICE DIRECTOR)." 

4. PARASCHIV, A TV REPAIRMAN AND ELECTRICIAN BY TRADE, 

JOINED RCP IN 1946 AND RESIGNED IN LATE 1968. ON TWO 
OCCASIONS ( AUGUST, 1969 FOR FIVE DAYS AND DECEMBER, 1976 

FOR THREE WEEKS) HE WAS CONFINED IN PSYCHIATRIC INSTITUTIONS. 
BETWEEN TIMES, HE APPARENTLY HAD FREQUENT TROUBLES AT 
WORK, WHERE HE SEEMDED TO HAVE HIS OWN IDEAS ABOUT WHAT 

EE COULD OR COULD NOT BE REQUIRED TO DO IN LINE OF DUTY. 

HE WAS PICKED UP AGAIN BY POLICE DURING GOMA PERIOD LAST 
YEAR AND AGAIN TURNED OVER TO PSYCHIATRISTS, WHO PRESCRIBED 
OUT-PATIENT TREATMENT. 

5. EMBASSY HAS VIEWED PARASCHIV AS ONE AMONG SEVERAL MILDLY 
PARANOIC INDIVIDUALS WITH HUGE CHIPS ON THEIR SHOLDERS WHO 
PERIODICALLY AVAIL THEMSELVES OF OUR OPEN-DOOR POLICY TO 
SP IL L FORTH THEIR IRE AND FRUSTRATION. THESE PEOPLE 
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WOULD PROBABLY BE MISFISTS IN ANY SOCIETY; THEY ARE DOUBLY 
SO HERE. WE REGARD THEM AS GADFLIES OR HARMLESS CRACKPOTS 
WHO, IN A WESTERN SOCIETY, WOULD HAVE NUMEROUS AVENUES 
FOR HARMLESSLY EXPRESSING THEMSELVES TO THEIR HEART'S CON- 
TENT. THE ROMANIAN AUTHORITIES, WITH THEIR OWN TENDENCY 
TOWARD PARANOIA, DO NOT EASILY DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE 
SERIOUS AGITATOR AND THE HARMLESS CRACKPOT. SOMEONE IN 
LATTER CATEGORY WHO, LIKE PARASCHIV, PROVES RESISTANT TO 
BOTH COERCION AND CAJOLING, BAFFLES THEM AS SOMEHOW NON 
COMPUS MENTIS. WE DO NOT PRETEND TO BE PSYCHIATRISTS, 

BUT IT SEEMS TO US THAT ROMANIAN PSYCHIATRISTS CORRECTLY 
DIAGNOSED PARASCHIV AS NEITHER INSANE NOR DANGEROUS 
AND DECLINED TO BOW TO POLICE PRESSURE TO CONFINE HIM. 
ALTERNATIVE WAS TO EXPORT HIM, AND HAVING ONCE UNBURDENED 
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THEMSELVES OF ONE WHO THEY MUST CONSIDER AN INCORRIGIBLE 
NUISANCE, REFUSAL TO READMIT HIM IS NOT SURPRISING. 

AGGREY 
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